Diocese of Joliet Presents:

Youth Leadership Conferece

Pope Benedict

Romeoville, Illinois



Our 2008 theme is “We are the church”. YLC 2008 is designed to build up the young
church. It is a three-day, two night event that takes place at Lewis University in
Romeoville, Illinois on June 27-29, 2008. We expect over 700 people to attend!!

New for 2008: We are developing a college-aged component that will parallel
YLC. Incoming college freshmen through college seniors will be invited to
participate in a conference track for their age group.

The cost to attend for SES students is $150.00 per person and SES chaperones is
$90 per person (includes an SES parish t-shirt)(subtract $10 if submitted to the
SES RE Office by April 25™), which includes dorm style lodging, leadership
workshops, all meals, great keynote speakers, teen witness speakers, Mass with
Bishop Sartain, Reconciliation, grade-level breakout sessions, a social, great music,
and a conference t-shirt. The workshops will be designed to build up the leadership
skills of each teen in areas like peer ministry, liturgy, evangelization, catholic social
teaching, presenting dramas, giving witness talks, and much more.

YLC 2008 will be an inspiring event for teens to go back home to share their
excitement and talents with their youth group, their family and their parish community.

“Preach the Gospel at all times. If necessary, use words.”” -- St. Francis of Assisi



YLC 2008 Conference Information and Registration Instructions

SES students and chaperones will meet in the SE&RIparking lot at
11:00am to car pool. Can you drive there, backatih? (Adults only

DATE, TIMES, AND LOCATION

YLC 2008 takes place at Lewis University in Romeoville, lllinois on June 27-29, 2008. Parish check-
in starts at 12:00 p.m. on Friday, June 27th and the conference concludes at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
June 29th. THERE IS NO LUNCH PROVDED ON FRIDAY.

THEME

The theme for YLC 2008 is “We are the Church”. Every aspect of the conference is designed to the
building up of the young church of the Joliet Diocese. For example, each teen will have a chance to
attend three workshops on Saturday. The topic of each workshop is a different skill, talent or ministry
needed in our youth ministry programs as well as the larger parish community. Check out the list of
workshops included with the registration booklet. Each youth minister should carefully guide the
workshop choices of each teen in order to take full advantage of the conference.

FOUR GOALS OF YLC 2008:
*To provide opportunities for faith-filled personal and spiritual growth in all teen leaders.
«To provide leadership training opportunities for high school teen leaders in the larger church.
To empower and equip our young church to live and share their faith as Catholic Christians.
eTo incorporate and reveal to the young church of the Diocese of Joliet, our Catholic Identity,

which is at the root of all our endeavors in all aspects of the weekend.

WHO CAN ATTEND YLC 20087

YLC 2008 is for incoming freshmen through seniors and their adult leaders from your parish.

New for 2008: We are developing a college-aged component that will parallel YLC. Incoming
college freshmen through college seniors will be invited to participate in a conference track
for their age group. Their sessions will be held at St. Charles Pastoral Center.

As indicated in the goals, above, YLC is geared for the young leaders from your parish. Leadership
in the parish takes many forms and is found in all eight components of youth ministry. As such, the
parameters or definition of a young leader may differ slightly from parish to parish. Parishes are
strongly encouraged to invite those youth that are currently in a leadership role or those
youth who have been selected to be mentored into a leadership role.

ADULT CHAPERONE REQUIREMENTS

Adult Chaperones must be 21 years of age or older. Parish adult chaperones, including the parish
leader, are responsible for the youth from your parish at all times during YLC 2008. Please see the
Adult Chaperone Form for more details of Chaperone expectations.

For this event parishes are required to maintain a minimum ratio of one adult for every seven youth
while at the conference. If your parish is bringing male and female youth participants, your parish
must bring male and female adult chaperones. In the past, parishes have shared chaperones
between them to cover this requirement. Parishes sharing chaperones for YLC 2008 must notify
the diocesan youth ministry office when sending in reqgistration.




CONFERENCE FORMAT

YLC 2008 is experienced in large group, grade level breakout sessions, and a choice of workshops.
At the beginning and at the end of the conference, youth are divided into smaller breakout sessions,
according to grade level. Youth must attend their breakout sessions and workshops. On Saturday,
each teen will attend three skills workshops. More information follows. College-aged young adults
will attend their own sessions on Friday, Saturday and Sunday during YLC breakouts and
workshops. Their sessions will be located at the St. Charles Pastoral Center. They will attend
all Large Group sessions at Lewis with YLC 2008.

LARGE GROUP SESSIONS
Prayer, Youth Choir, Keynote Speakers, Youth Witness, Reconciliation Service, Social, Mass with our
Bishop, and Opening and Closing Ceremonies.

HOUSING

Housing provided at YLC 2008 is dormitory style housing. Typically, rooms have two beds per
room. There are some dorms that only have single rooms. There are some dorms that are set-up in
a suite arrangement.

When you arrive at the conference, you will be asked to assign your teens to dorm rooms. You will
be given all the keys for your group. You will be given a dorm room sheet with your church’s assigned
rooms/beds. You will need to fill out the dorm room sheet and return it to YLC Central. Come
prepared.

Some teens and adults may end up sharing a room with someone from another parish.

Dorms are designated as male or female dorms.

At no time are guys allowed in the girls’ dorms or girls allowed in the quys’ dorms. The only
exception to this is in the event of an emergency situation, which should be handled by a qualified
adult. Because of the number of people attending YLC 2008, there is no flexibility in this rule.
Infraction of this rule will result in immediate dismissal from the conference at the participant’s
expense.

It will be the parish leader’s responsibility to make sure all the keys are returned during check-out
on Sunday. There is a fee for lost keys.

Roommates are not to change the rooms they are placed in as we keep accurate lists of who is in
what room in the event of an emergency.

Beds and mattresses are not allowed to be moved into other dorm rooms. Only the assigned
number of people can stay in any one dorm room: One for single rooms and two for double rooms.
This is important for fire safety.

College-aged young adults can be housed in a separate dorm.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Youth participants sign a General Permission Form containing a Code of Conduct. This Code of
Conduct was designed for the safety of all participants, staff, and university students and employees.
Please understand that the Diocese of Joliet is responsible for providing a safe event for all involved
in YLC 2008. The Code of Behavior allows for these expectations to be communicated and followed.
The Adult Chaperone Form helps to outline how the adults can walk this journey with youth and make
the conference a positive, growth-filled experience for all involved.



REGISTRATION PROCESS

Parish registration materials are due at the SES Religious Education Office no later than June 2,
2008. Housing is more limited this year because of dorm changes and renovations at Lewis
University. As a result, registration materials will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.

To register:

Obtain registration materials from the counter near the RE Office or online at the parish website
www.sesnaperville.org on the High School page.

Submit completed registration materials and check (written to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish) to the RE
Office.

Fee & Registration Deadlines:
Cost for YLC 2008 for SES students is $150.00 per participant and for SES Chaperones is $90. A
SES parish t-shirt is included in this price. YLC 2008 t-shirt is included as well.

Pavment Due Dates:

Early Bird: April 25, 2008
$140.00 per student and $80 per chaperone in order to get the early bird price. Early Bird means all
paperwork and fees must be turned in by April 25th. Money is non-refundable

Reqular Deadline: May 26th, 2008
$150.00 per student and $90 per chaperone is due at the time of registration, May 26th, 2008. It

means all paperwork and deposits must be turned in by May 26th. Money is non-refundable.

Late Reqistrations: After May 26, 2008
$160.00. per student and $100 per chaperone is due at the time of registration. It means all
paperwork and fees must be turned in no later than June 2nd. Money is non-refundable.

Cancellation / Change Fees

No additional teens or adults can be added after June 6th. Changes in participants may only be made
for participants of the same gender from the same parish. For example, if a senior male from your
parish cancels, they may only be replaced with another male teen from your parish. There will be a
$30.00 fee for any changes of participants between June 6th and June 13th. Changes are not
allowed after June 13th.

Registration Forms

The table below lists the forms that are required. All forms must be copied and distributed to
participants on WHITE PAPER ONLY. Copies of these forms must be returned to the SES RE Office
by deadlines or you are not considered registered for the conference.



Workshop Descriptions

A. What Time Is It.....Prayer Time

Experience many different forms of prayer, learrclkhtypes
work best to bring you closer to God, and ultimatsin make
your prayer more important each day.

B. Prayer Warriors
Learn the skills and get equipped with resouroegesign and
lead meaningful prayer services with your peers.

C. The Unseen, Mystical Realities at Mass

If we knew and appreciated the mystical, unseet, an
heavenly realities going on during mass, then walevo
seldom drop off to sleep. Learn to see with “$p#i eyes”
the presence of angels and how heaven and eartranoead
the altar.

D. Leadershipis Itin You

Leaders who want to be like Jesus reach out to pleeirs and
others in need. People will want to be part ofrygnoup if
they feel welcomed and valued, so let's take ogphality
skills up a notch. Without good communication Iskylou will
just be putting out fires all the time in your tédaships.
Lastly, learning to have an inclusive group is key
accomplishing anything!

E. Leading Leaders

Learn how to keep a small group discussion focaseton-
track. Practice dealing with difficult personaltgpes and
behaviors. Oddly enough, learning to listen deéplgthers
may be your most important skill for small grougps, let’s
sharpen your skills.

F. “Preach the Gospel and use words if necessary”

These are words of wisdom for us from St. Fran€eme and
learn how to make your life speak as loudly as yeords. If
we believe that friendship with Jesus is Good Nehen we
would be selfish not to share it. Come and idgtie key
points in your faith journey. Gain confidence irasng your
faith story with peers and in witness talks.

G. <32<3

All healthy relationships involve conflict and coromise.
Ouch! The key to greater happiness is to useioektip
skills to work through conflict and to find an aptable
middle ground.

H. A Stairway to Heaven

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit — love, joy, peacetipnce,
kindness, goodness and self control - are medm &njoyed
and visible in our lives, but growing these fruitsolves
frequent pruning and weed pulling.

J. Music in Me

Inspiration, truth, and beauty can be found thraugiyood
music and various forms of media. Let’s talk abibuiThe
flipside is true as well, so it is smart to gaiillsko evaluate
your music and media diet.

K. Building an A.R.K.

Serving the poor and working for justice in ouristcand
throughout the world is not admirable, but requioédis by
God and our faith. Come and learn how you can &.ov
justice, show mercy, and walk humbly with your God.

L. God Wants You!

Whether you are called to serve God as a marriesbpe
single, religious or clergy, God needs his peoplstand up
and exercise their unique gifts and roles in Gptbs.
(workshop will be offered by gender)

M. Lights, Camera, Action
Learn skills and techniques to present effectivessage
oriented skits and dramas.

O. Precious Presents

Isn’t an unopened and forgotten gift sad? Godghaen you
special spiritual gifts for your benefit and foetbhenefit of
others. Find out your gifts and how they can betpuse. |
am one person, how can | matter? You do! Finchout you
can begin to recognize your gifts and talents twifyl Our
Lord.

Q. Great Escape

Are you “stressed for success?” We all have sttagseach
of us deals with it — for better or worse — in difint ways.
Learn principles of time management and balandevthia
enable you to accomplish more of the importantf $tuyour
life with less of the negative effects of stress.

R. Jesus’ Loves Me....This | Know

Jesus was a story teller. The Gospels are fydhodibles.
Learn how to unlock the precious insights of theapkes and
apply them to your own life and the challengeswfsociety.

U. God Bless a Broken Road

Most of us have known friends, classmates, andlyami
members who have died. Learn how to let yoursiédfvg and
deal with these losses.

V. /G /Ol D/ My Anti-Drug

Many of deal with addiction in our own lives ortime lives of
family members. Let’s get together to support anether
and learn some new life skills.

W. Food for Thought, Catholic Hot Pockets
Your questions will be the subject of this intenaetsession
on understanding Catholic beliefs and modern dilasim



SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Friday, June 27, 2008

12:00 p.m. Parish Check In Opens (Student Union)

1:45 p.m. Move to Large Group

2:00 p.m. Conference Opening

3:45 p.m. Grade Level Breakout

5:45 p.m. Dinner / Parish Time

7:15 p.m. General Session

7:30 p.m. Reconciliation Service

9:50 p.m. Parish Time

10:30 p.m. Move to Dorms

12:00 a.m. Lights Out
Saturday, June 28, 2008

7:00 a.m. Morning Mass (Optional)

7:30 a.m. Cafeteria Opens

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

9:45 a.m. Workshop #1

11:15 a.m. Lunch / Free Time

1:00 p.m. Workshop #2

2:15 p.m. Free Time

4:00 p.m. Workshop #3

5:30 p.m. Dinner / Parish Time

7:00 p.m. Social

8:30 p.m. General Session

10:00 p.m. Parish Time

10:45 p.m. Move to Dorms

12:00 a.m. Lights Out
Sunday, June 29, 2008

7:30 a.m. Cafeteria Opens (Pack up)

9:15 a.m. General Session

11:00 a.m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. Grade Level Breakout

2:30 p.m. Closing Liturgy

3:40 p.m. Conference Closing - Video

4:00 p.m.

On the Road! See you next year June 28 - 30, 2009!




Diocese of Joliet
Religious Education Office
430 N. Center Street
Joliet, IL 60435
(815) 727-6411
(815) 722-7361 Fax
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/reo



